Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 USUNN 03319 270530Z 
ACTION 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO DHA-05 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /076 W 

040331 270534Z/15 

P 270358Z SEP 77 

FM USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5698 
INFO AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL USUN 33 19 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: UNGA, ECOSOC, PORG 

SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN'S VIEWS ON NGO PARTICIPATION IN THE WORLD 
CONFERENCE AGAINST RACISM 

1 . SUMMARY: BECAUSE EALIER DISCUSSIONS WITH THE EGYPTIAN 
MISSION HAD INDICATED THAT THE EGYPTIANS WERE PROPOSING 

A FORMULA FOR THE WORLD CONFERENCE WHICH WOULD EXCLUDE 
AMERICAN JEWISH NGO'S, ASSISTANT SECRETARY MAYNES MET AT 
LUNCHEON ON SEPTEMBER 26 WITH AMR MOUSSA, HEAD OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION SECTION OF THE EGYPTIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTRY, TO DISCUSS THE EGYPTIAN POSITION ON THE ISSUE 
OF NGO PARTICIPATION IN THE WORLD CONFERENCE AGAINST 
RACISM. MOUSSA SAID THAT HE HAD TO CONSULT WITH HIS 
AMBASSADOR BUT THAT HE COULD GUARANTEE THAT EGYPT 
WOULD NOT PRESS THE LANGUAGE TO WHICH WE OBJECTED. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. MAYNES OUTLINED FOR MOUSSA THE POLITICAL DISADVANTAGES 
FOR EGYPT WITHIN THE U.S. IN BEING SEEN AS THE SPEARHEAD 

OF AN EFFORT TO BAR AMERICAN JEWISH NGO'S FROM PARTICI- 
PATING IN THE WORLD CONFERENCE. MAYNES STRESSED 
THAT NO SINGLE ISSUE EVOKED SUCH EMOTION AMONG THE 
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AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY OR BOUGHT THAT COMMUNITY 
SUCH BROAD SUPPORT AS THE ZIONISM-RACISM ISSUE IN 
THE UN CONTEXT. HE THEREFORE COULD NOT SEE WHY IT 
WAS IN EGYPT'S INTEREST TO PRESS THIS QUESTION. 

3. MOUSSA REPLIED THAT HE COULD UNDERSTAND THE 
LOGIC OF THIS. WHILE EGYPT WOULD DO NOTHING TO 
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DEFEND AMERICAN JEWISH NGO'S IT WOULD ACT IN ITS 
OWN INTEREST AND HE COULD THEREFORE ASSURE US THAT 
EGYPT WOULD NOT SUBMIT THE FORMULA WHICH HAD DIS 
TURBED US SO MUCH. BUT HE ADDED THAT EGYPT COULD 
ALSO NOT OPPOSE A SIMILAR FORMULA IF ANOTHER GOVERN- 
MENT RAISED IT. 

4. MAYNES PROVIDED MOUSSA WITH ACCEPTABLE FORMULA- 
TIONS FOR THE NGO ISSUE. HE NOTED THAT EGYPT DID 

NOT HAVE TO DEFEND THE PARTICIPATION OF JEWISH NGO’S, 

IT ONLY HAD TO SUPPORT BEHIND THE SCENES THE IDEA 
FOR FOLLOWING A POLICY TOWARDS NGO PARTICIPATION WHICH 
IS TRADITIONAL IN THE UN. MOUSSA SAID HE WOULD DIS- 
CUSS THESE POSSIBILITIES WITH HIS AMBASSADOR. 

5. IN FOLLOW-UP CONVERSATION WITH EGYPTIAN MISSION 
OFFICER SOBHY, WE DISCUSSED FORMULAS FOR DEALING WITH 
NGO ISSUE. AFTER EXTENSIVE DISCUSSION. SOBHY SAID HE 
WOULD SUGGEST TO HIS AMBASSADOR CRITERIA (A) AND (B) 
LISTED IN PARAGRAPH FOUR OF USUN'S 2938, NAMELY "ALL 
NGO’S IN CONSULTATIVE CATEGORY NUMBER 1 WOULD BE 
ELIGIBLE; " AND "ALL NGO’S WHICH HAVE SUBMITTED IN- 
FORMATION ON THE PROGRAM FOR THE WORLD CONFERENCE 
WOULD BE ELIGIBLE." SOBHY PROPOSES TO DROP (C) OR 

ALL NGO’SWHICH ARE MEMBERS OF EITHER GENEVA OR NYC 
NGO COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS WOULD BE ELIGIBLE, BUT 
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HE NOTES AND WE HAVE CONFIRMED THE FIRST TWO CATERGORIES 
COVER SOME JEWISH NGO’S INCLUDING WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS. 
WE TOLD SOBHY THAT WE COULD ACCEPT CRITERIA THAT WERE 
REASONABLE AND NON-DISCRIMINATORY. WE WISHED TO RE- 
VIEW THE PRACTICAL IMPACT OF HIS PROPOSAL AND WOULD 
GET BACK TO HIM. YOUNG 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: NGO, RACIAL DISCRIMINATION, MEETINGS, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 27-Sep-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977USUNN03319 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770351-0084 
Format: TEL 

From: USUN NEW YORK 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977091 5/aaaaampk.tel 

Line Count: 100 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 5acf8c3b-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1111426 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EGYPTIANYS VIEWS ON NGO PARTICIPATION IN THE WORLD CONFERENCE AGAINST RACISM 
TAGS: PORG, EG, UNGA, ECOSOC 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/5acf8c3b-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



